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GENESIS xxviii. 15. 


THIS IS NONE OTHER BUT THE HOUSE OF GOD, 


„ the whole of the ſacred writings, 
no duty is ſo forcibly enjoined as the love and 
worſhip of the Deity, and, from the creation of 
the world, he has required a conſtant obedience 
to the poſitive duties of his revealed inſtitutions. 


Altars and Edifices, erected for the purpoſe 
of divine worſhip, are recorded to have been as 
ancient as the days of Noah*, who, with Abram, 
Jacob, and Moſes, exerciſed their piety in ſuch 
religious undertakings as were moſt expreſſive 
of their gratitude ; the two latter by the im- 


mediate command of God : and thence, as from 
7 8 the 


Gen. viii. 20. 


( 4 ) 
the manifeſtation of his ordinances upon the 
delivery of the law to Moles upon Mount Sinai, 
to the promulgation of the Goſpel by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and through the whole Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, the worſhip of the Deity, at appointed 


places, has been univerſally adopted by all the 
different ſectaries of religion. 


But that no Edifice for this purpoſe ever 
was, or can be erected, of ſuitable magnifi- 
cence to the glorious Majeſty of the great Je- 
hovah, 1s a truth indiſputably clear ; not even 
the Temple built by Solomon, though adorned 
with all the riches and ſplendor of the luxurious 
eaſtern nations, could claim any pretenſion to 
fuch ſtupendous dignity. Yet that places ſhould 
be appropriated to the worſhip of the ſupreme 
Being is never to be queſtioned ; for, as I have 
juſt mentioned, from the moſt ancient records 

may 


Luke xxii. 39. 

Luke vi. 12. He continued all night in prayer to God 

ſhould be tranſlated he continued all night in a Preſeucha 
of God. 

St. Paul taught the people of Philippi in a Pro/ſeucha , 

that is, a place of prayer, Acts xvi. 13. 
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may be invariably traced a ſucceſſion of Altars, 
and different Structures dedicated to the ſervice 
of the great God. No ſooner had the Ark 
reſted upon mount Ararat, than Noah! erected 
an altar unto the Lord, on which he preſented 
his burnt offering. In like manner did Abramꝰ 
in the plain of Moreh, on a mountain upon the 
eaſt of Bethel, and afterward when he was 
about to ſacrifice his ſon Iſaac3. And notwith- 
ſtanding there appears no expreſs command to 
Noah or Abram for raiſing ſuch Altars for the 
purpoſe of divine worſhip, yet it ſeems more 
than probable that they were erected by the 
eſpecial appointment of God; for Jacob, and 
afterward Moſes* , received his expreſs command 
to build an Altar, and, as a reward for their 
obedience, obtained his bleſling, 


It would be unneceſſary to enumerate the 
various paſſages which, in the ſacred writings, 
are applicable to the preſent purpoſe ; they all 

ſerve 


Gen. viii. 20. Gen. xii, 7, 8. Gen. xxll. 9, 
4 Gen, xxxXV. I. 5 Exod, xx. 24. 
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ſerye to ſhew, that the great Creator not only 
approved of places being appropriated to the 
purpoſe of religion, but even commanded them 
to be erected. 


The moral duties of natural religion, ſo fully 
comprehended in our bleſſed Sa viour's ſermon 


on the mount, are immutably and eternally the 


_ 


But when natural religion became neglected in 
Chaldea, and a falſe worſhip unhappily ſpread con- 
tagion among its inhabitants, God was thence* 
pleaſed to call Abraham*, the integrity of whoſe 
heart he approved, into the land of Canaan, there 
to ratify a covenant for him, and all his poſterity, 
of which circumciſion was the ſeal. This then, 
with the law of ſabbaths and ſacrifices, com- 
manded in the days of Adam, made the three 
poſitive laws which were added to natural reli- 

gion; 


* Gen, xi. 31 to v. 7 of the xiith. Acts vii. Maun- 
deville's Travels p. 185. 


Abram's name was now changed to Abraham. 
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gion; and afterward God enjoined an annual 


celebration of the Paſſover, in commemoration 
of their miraculous emancipation from Egyptian 
bondage. He farther condeſcended to give 
them more particular laws by which their ſtate 
ſhould be governed; choſe them for his own 
peculiar people; and as they allo became obe- 
dient to the law of circumciſion, they were diſ- 
tinguiſhed as the choſen people of the Almighty, 
and enabled, from his promiſe made to Abra- 
ham*, to trace the deſcent of the glorious Meſſiah. 


That the whole human race have an innate 
and ſtrong propenſity to worſhip ſome object“, 
may be clearly demonſtrated from the hiſtorical 
accounts of all parts of the known habitable 
world. Even the unlettered Indians, ignorant 
of any divine revelation, has been found occu- 
pied in ſuch acts of fervent adoration to his 

ſuppoſed 


Gen. xii 2, 3. xvii. 16, xvili, 18, and xxvi. 4. 
Gib. decl. and fall of the Rom. Emp. ch. 11. p. 46. 8 vo. ed. 


Robertſon's hiſt, of ancient India p. 312. Vide the 
deſcription of the Morais at Otaheite, Atooi, &c. Cook's 
Feyage. | 


ſuppoſed Deity, as would have done honour 
to the piety of the beſt informed Chriſtian. But 
the advantages of a divine revelation not having 
been vouchſafed to the uncivilized part of our 
ſpecies, they have been left to the guidance of 
their own uncultivated reaſon, and have there- 
fore worſhipped*, with all the viſible powers of 
nature, the planetary hoſts of heaven, objects, 
which may naturally be ſuppoſed to impreſs 
their minds with the higheſt ſenſe of his ſtupen- 
dous power. 


Nor ſhould it appear matter of ſurprize that 
they are led to make the celeſtial bodies ſubjects 
of their adoration, if we conſider that the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, who had experienced the moſt 
exalted degrees of divine protection under the 
conduct and government of Moſes, and were 
continually favoured with manifeſtations of the 
Divine Preſence, evidently ſtood in need of this 
ſubſequent admonition—* take therefore good 


heed left ye corrupt yourſelves, and make you 
| a graven 


Gib. decl. and fall of the Rom, Empire, ch. ii. p. 47- 


. 


a graven image, the ſimilitude of any figure, 


the likeneſs of any thing that creepeth on the 
ground, or the likeneſs of any thing in the wa- 
ters beneath the earth; and Jeſt thou lift up 
thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou ſeeſt the 
ſun, and the moon, and the ſtars, even all the 
hoſts of heaven, ſhouldeſt be driven to worſhip, 
and ſerve them ;** for no ſooner were they left to 
their own guidance than they fell into the 
groſſeſt idolatry. During the attendance of 
Moſes upon Mount Sinai, to rece:ve the Al- 
mighty's commands concerning the tabernacle, 
wherein the commemoration of their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage, and other ſignal mer- 
cies were to be more publicly acknowledged; 
they murmured at his abſence, treated him with 
contumely, and forgot the Omnipotent who had 
ſo long ſuſtained them. And notwithſtanding 
their daily participation of a miraculous ſuſte- 
nance, they deſired Aaron to“ make them 


gods to go before them;” and enhanced their 


B ingra- 


*Peut. iv, 15. &c. 


\ 
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ingratitude by the enormous crime of an idola- 
trous worſhip; thereby defeating the bleſſings 
of that glorious covenant, which the Al- 
mighty had been pleaſed to eſtabliſh. Thus 

they provoked his diſpleaſure, and incurred, 
for their puniſhment”, the impoſition of thoſe 
ceremonial laws which ever after ſo greatly 
incumbered their religion. That they were in- 
curred becauſe of tranſgreſſions St. Paul clearly 
demonſtrates when he queſtions, wherefore* then 


ſerveth 


* Ezek. xx. 24, 25. 
* Gal. iii. 19. 
Vide Pearce's Serm. on this paſſage, vol. I. p. 310. 


But that they had a farther fignification, appears from 
Lev. xx, 22—26. from Deut. vi, 1, 2, 14, 17. Deut xxis. 
I, 9—18. from Rev. v. 6. 1 Pet. i. 19, 20. 1 Cor. v. 7. 
Heb. ix. 26. Rom. iii. 25. &c, firſt, to diſtinguiſh the 
Jews from all other nations of the world as the favoured 


people of God; ſecondly, to exerciſe them in various 


outward forms and rites of religion, leſt they ſhould follow 
the ſuperſtition and idolatry of the ſurrounding nations; 
and thirdly, to repreſent by types, figures, and emblems 


many of the offices of Chriſt, . and the glories and bleſſings 
of his goſpel. 


Vide Watts on the uſe of the jewiſh ceremonies, Scrips 


hiſt, 


1 


ſerveth the law ? and replies that it was added 
becauſe of tranſgreſſions until the. ſeed ſhould 
come unto whom the promiſe was made. 


That people, whom the Creator of all the na- 
tions of the univerſe, had condeſcended to diſtin- 
guiſh with ſuch peculiar favour ; with all his re- 
cent benefits freſh in their remembrance, were ca- 
pable of adoring an idol in the ſimilitude of a 
Cal!f*, and of requeſting that ſuch might be the 
gc ds to go before them! Surely a people mani- 
teſtin,ſuch aſtoniſhing ingratitude muſt be conſi- 
dered as infinitely more criminal than the unin- 
formed Indian,who zealouſly ſeeks to worſhip the 
Deity through that medium which conveys to 
him, moſt forcibly, the ideas of beneficence, 
majeſty, and power. 


To preſerve a juſt ſenſe of the obligations we 
daily incur from the boundleſs goodneſs of the 


B 2 Creator 


* Exod, xxxii. 1, 4. 
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Creator, the expediency of dedicating places 
to his ſervice, appears ſufficiently evident. Un- 
der the old covenant therefore, as a means of 
impreſſing on their minds the never ceaſing ope- 
rations of God's providence, and to prevent, as 
it ſhould ſeem, their relapſing into idolatry, the 
Iſraelites were commanded to encamp* around 
the Tabernacle, and commemorate God's infi- 
nite mercies, in acts of praiſe, of ſacrifice*, and 
prayer. 


Though God diſregarded ſacrifice? as a thing 
in itſelf of no value; though he declared that 
& thouſands of bullocks and rivers of oil, were 
to him but vain oblations,” the vaſt univerſe, and 
all that it contains, being the production of his 
almighty power; though he would not remit 


their offences upon this external ſervice only, 


yet 


Numb. i. 50—54. 
* Numb, 7. 11—89. Vide alſo Heb, ix. 9. 


3 Iſaiah i, 12. 
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yet he would by no means diſpenſe with their 


conformity to theſe ordinances, as it obliged 
them to appear continually at the Tabernacle, or 
place choſen for the exerciſe of their religious 
inſtitutions ; and thereby enforced the neceſſity 
of preſerving the purity of public worſhip. For 
this purpoſe, all their adult males were required 
three times in the year* to appear in the pre- 
ſence of the Deity at the place appointed, 
And while they faithfully fulfilled the conditions 
of his covenant, they partook in the utmoſt 
plenitude of all the bleſſings it was intended to 
convey. Peace, ſecurity, and abundance were the 
advantages of the promiſed land, and with theſe 
they were amply gratified as long as their obe- 
dience entitled them to that reward : every one 
eat of his own vine and his own fig-tree : they 
enjoyed the fruits of their labour, and were free 
from every public* calamity : their petitions 
found a ready acceptance at the hand of their 


Creator, 


2 Exod. xxiii. 17. Xxxiv. 23. Deut. xvi. 16. 
2 Exod. xxxiv, 24. 
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Creator, and their ſins were remitted upon their 
repentant humiliation. 

But when they began to diſobey the poſitive or- 
dinances of the Almighty, and afterward to diſ- 
regard the public ſervice of the Temple ; when 
they worſhipped upon every high hill*; 
and under every green tree; then they fo 
entirely forgot their obedience to the ſupreme 
Being, as to lapſe into univerſal 1dolatry*; and 
God gave them up to the ſlavery of their own 
vile affections ; ſuffered them to fall into direful 
diſtreſſes, and thus puniſhed their ingratitude with 
grievous calamities : he permitted the enemy to 
deſpoil them of their poſſeſſions and to carry 
them into captivity. 


Yet, notwithſtanding all their abominations, 
they were not utterly forſaken, -but again expe- 


rienced the merciful interpoſition of the Deity ; 
who 


71 Kings. xiv. 23. * 2 Kings. xvii. 10-24, 


3 2 Kings, xxiv. 1—17. 
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who was graciouſly pleaſed to limit the term of 
their Babylonian ſervitude to the ſpace of ſeventy 
years. At the expiration of which time, the 
Divine favour was eminently manifeſted to this 
unhappy people, in reſtoring them to their own 
country; where they were reinſtated in their 
ancient privileges, and permitted to rebuild the 


Temple at Jeruſalem under the care and direc- 
tion of Zerubbabel*. 


And whilſt an undertaking of ſuch extraor- 
dinary magnitude occupied the moſt zealous at- 
tention and induſtry of theſe returning Exiles, 
and elevated their expectations to the very ſum- 
mit of earthly grandeur and magniticence ; the 
aged, remembering the glory of the former 
Temple, and deſpairing of a poſſibility that the 
preſent Structure could ever attain to the ſame 
degree of ſplendor, lamented with as audible3 


an excels of ſorrow, as the young exulted with 
excels of joy. 


To conſole and encourage them under this 


anxious 


4 Jer, xxv. Il. * Ezra iii. 8. 3 Ezra iii. 10. &c, 


%, 
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anxious ſolicitude, the Almighty was pleaſed to 
declare by his Prophet*, that the glory of this 
ſecond Temple ſhould infinitely ſurpaſs that of 
the firſt, That the Meſſiah, * the mighty 
God, the everlaſtingFather,thePri nce of peace,” 
ſhould dignify that Temple by his preſence, and 
eſtabliſh a glorious kingdom among that people 
who were to receive him as their Sovereign and 
Redeemer. Nevertheleſs, when our bleſſed 
Lord made his appearance in the world, they, 
diſappointed in their hopes and expectations of 
a temporal kingdom, and ſcandalized at the 
fimplicity of his life and doctrine, reviled and 
rejected him with every token of contempt and 
deteſtation. Though, in the Temple?, he af- 
terward diſplayed his ſovereign authority, and. 
gave evident teſtimony of tranſcendent power; 
though he ſought to reform all their evil prac- 
tices, and particularly exerted himſelf in defence 
of the ſacred privileges of their temple; though 
they declared that never? man ſpake like this 


man; 


* Haggai il, 9. Iſaiah ix, 6. Mark xi, 15—17. 
John vii. 46. 
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1 
manz” and although the whole tenor of his 
life was peculiarly calculated to win the affec- 
tions, even of the moſt outrageous Bigots ; they 


perſiſted in a total rejection, both of his precepts 
and authority. 


For this, and innumerable provocations, they 
were at length entirely ſevered from the divine 
protection, and continually harraſſed before their 
enemies, until the Romans invaded Jeruſalem 
under the command of Titus“, who effected 
its final deſtruction, and annihilated their nation? 
and government together. The glorious Tem- 
ple* in which God had vouchſafed to receive 
their prayers, their ſacrifices, and their obla- 
tions, became envelloped in a general confla- 
gration; and all who happily eſcaped the deſo- 

C lating 
Joſephus's hiſt, Jew. wars, b. 7. c. 16. 
Stackhouſe's hiſt. Bible, p. 1640. 

After the final deſtruction of the Temple by the arms of 

Titus and Hadrian a ploughſhare was drawn over the con- 


ſecrated ground as a ſign of perpetual interdiction. Decl. 
and falle Rom. Empire, vol. 4. p. 99. 


* Prideaux connection, vol. 3. p. 661. 


3 Joſephus's hiſt, Jew, wars, b. 7. c. 10. 
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lating famine, the fury of the flames, and all 
other devouring engines of mortality, were ſcat- 
tered over the face of the creation, and remain 
to this day a ſtanding monument of their diſo- 
bedience to the Deity. In this diſperſion of the 
Jewiſh nation,the almighty Preſerver of mankind 
did not leave himſelf without witneſs*: and a 
people whom he had not known? were reclaimed 
from the groſs ſuperſtitions of idolatry, and 
taught to ſerve the living God. For this cauſe 
came our bleſſed Saviour into the world, and to 
this end was he born; “a Lights to lighten the 
Gentiles.” When therefore this light, and 
immortality, were diffuſed around by the radi- 
ance of the Goſpel, a more ſpiritual worſhip 
ſucceeded to the ceremonies annexed to carnal 
ordinances, for God was now to be worſhipped 
in ſpirit and in truth. This unerring mode of 
worſhip was well calculated for thoſe pious per- 
ſons who were ſelected from the bulk of mankind 
to publiſh the Goſpel diſpenſation, and who from 

the 


Acts xiv. 17. * Pſalms xviii. 44. 


3 Luke ii. 32, John iv, 23. 24. 
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the inveterate perſecution which would inevi- 


tably ariſe upon that total revolution in religion, 
muſt be deprived of the neceſſary means of 
furniſhing themſelves with a Tabernacle*, or 
Temple, for the purpoſe of approaching the 
great Object of their adoration. 


No ſooner, however, did perſecution abate of 
its extreme rigour, than the Chriſtians began to 
erect Edifices* in honour of the great Governor 
of the univerſe ; who had been graciouſly pleaſed 
to accompliſh his promiſe in the miſſion of the 
bleſſed Redeemer of the world. They there- 
fore aſſembled themſelves together in the 
Structures they had erected, the more effec- 
tually to unite in the devotional ſervice en- 
Joined by the tranſcendent excellence of the 
doctrines of the Goſpel. To thefe pious exerciſes, 
they were highly encouraged by our Lord's 

[of expreſs 


z Vide Heb, xi. 3538. 
2 Decl. & fall of Rom. Empire Vol. 2. p 448. 
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expreſs declaration, that whenever they afſem- 
bled* in his name to prefer their petitions, he - 
would aid their requeſt by his immediate pre- 
fence. Had they diſregarded this promiſe, they 
would have neglected an everlaſting advantage, 
and deprived themſelves of thoſe bleſſings which 
were to be conferred, in a more eminent 
degree, upon ſuch Petitioners alone, 


As the doctrines of Chriſtianity became 
more generally underſtqod, many were con- 
verted, who proved zealous? in its cauſe, 
who conſidered themſelves ennobled by the 
diſtinction of the chriſtian name, and as they 
ardently ſought to propagate the mild leſ- 
ſons of the Goſpel, accounted it honourable to 
ſuffer even the greateſt ignominy in the promo- 
tion of ſo glorious an inſtitution, By the ad- 
yances which chriſtianity continued to make, 
they were encouraged to erect Edifices in moſt 
places where the chriſtian profeſſion was incul- 


cated, 


Matt. xviii, 20. St. Paul an eſpecial example. 
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cated, and theſe they ſeparately denominated, 
after the Patriarch's deſcription from his holy 
viſion, each to be © the Houſe of God” 
The Houſe of God! With what awful reve- 
rence then ſhould every individual approach an 
Edifice dignified with ſo ſacred an appellation! 


It is in a Building erected for the purpole 
of the benevolent chriſtian worſhip, and in an 
humble imitation of ſuch illuſtrious examples, 
that we are here aſſembled; and, I truſt, to 
worſhip with as great fervency of devotion, and 
univerſal charity, as did the firſt Propagators of 
our moſt holy religion. This is none other 
than the Houſe of God:“ wherefore let every 
individual who approaches the ſacred Dwelling, 
demean himſelf with that ſolemnity of deport- 
ment, and awful reverence, which an Edifice 
ſo appropriated is calculated to inſpire ; alway 
bearing in mind, that our bleſſed Saviour not 
only promiſed his immediate preſence, but his 
interceſſion with his heavenly Father for a par- 
don of thoſe offences which are never to be re- 


mitted 
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mitted but through his merits and mediation 
only. 


Let then this important truth, my Brethren, 
obtain ſuch an aſcendency over our diſpoſitions 
as to influence all our actions, engage us in an 
uniform purſuit of virtue, and forcibly inſtil 
the principles of chriſtian benevolence into all 
our minds. For without this, however it may 
be diſregarded by the world, we can have no 
claim upon the ſufferings of a crucified Sa- 
viour. 


In the very meridian of the moſt exalted hu- 
man happineſs, we are continually aſſailed by 
various temptations; by evils, which commonly 
produce vexation, anxiety, and diſappointment; 
and by ſtorms which generally oppoſe even the 
moſt favourable paſſage through the probation- 
ary voyage of life: wherefore we have occaſion 
for the moſt {kilful Pilot to ſteer us to the wiſhed 

| for 


* Acts iv. 12, 


— , "0..." Ws 
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for port. And that portion of Reaſon which 
Providence has allotted to each individual, may 
be juſtly termed this Pilot, ſuch an one as 
will, if not obſtructed in its operation, conduct 
you, with the aſſiſtance of divine revelation, to 
that haven, where alone there is fulneſs and 
eternity of joy. It will warn you of the danger 
that muſt neceſſarily attend this voyage, which 
is alway amidſt ſhoals and quickſands ; it will 
teach you how to guard againſt the intoxicating 
gale of proſperity, and inſtruct you how to avoid 
a ſhipwreck on the rugged rocks of adverſity. 


The Jews have experienced all the diverſities 
of a proſperous and an adverſe ſtate; when they 
religiouſly obeyed the ſtatutes and ordinances 
which God commanded them to obſerve; when 
they loved and worſhipped him as their al- 
mighty Deliverer, then they enjoyed the bleſſings 
annexed to the holy covenant, and were miracu- 
louſly protected by the all-powerful providence 
of God. But diſobedience and infidelity proved 


their ruin. Yes, my Brethren, and it will prove the 
everlaſting 


1240 


everlaſting ruin of all thoſe who reject the pre- 
cepts, and diſobey the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Let me then exhort you attentively to review 
the ſtate of this people, from the time of their 
miraculous deliverance out of Egypt, to the 
demolition of their Temple, the deſtruction of 
their city, and the total annihilation of their go- 
vernment: then let me beſeech you to be 
warned by their example; for ſince God ſpared 


not the natural branches, take heed leſt he 


ſpare not you.“ 


Suffer not the viſionary happineſs of a creative 
fancy, to deprive you of the ſolid and more 
laſting advantages of a bliſsful eternity ; and 
whilſt you indulge in the gaieties and pleaſures 
of this world, forget not the delights that pro- 
ceed from habitual piety and devotion ; they 
will conſole you in affliction, chear you in ad- 
verſity, improve upon reflection, and ſuffer no 


diminution from the ravages of time. IN 


Rom zi. 21. 68 N673 
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